In the Mahabharata, the valarous Arjuna, when faced
with his teachers and relatives on the battlefield, displayed
grief born of affection, which itself, was a product of illusory
cognitions. "I belong to them" and "they are mine0. As
his crimination was eclipsed, Arjuna refused to fight, though
he earlier undertook voluntarily to fight his opponents in ful-
filment of the duty of a Kshatriya. Instead, he got ready to
live a mendicant's life. All those whose minds are filled with
grief and subjected to delusion might readily forsake the law
of their life and resort to forbidden courses of action. Even
when they live according to the proper law of their life
(Swadharma), their activities are surely impelled by the desi-
re for fruits therefrom which emanate from egoism (feelings
of I and mine). Arjuna like a true disciple, surrendered
himself at the feut of the Lord, who is known by the name of
Govinda, the knowcr of the minds of the people and hence,
who alone could rightly solve their life-problems. Through
Arjuna, the Lord gave the message to mankind. The grace
of the Lord always descended on the devotee in the hour of
need. Arjuna prayed for enlightenment at a time of crisis
and he got it.

58  Prime requisites of a devotee

Surrender to God and a keen desire to see Him face to
face are the prime requisites of a devotee. But unless God

himself chooser to grant us the divine insight, it is not possi-
ble to see tlim. Ood^ word is Tarvak" but it has to find
expression amon^. men in different times, places and situa-
tions and hence this communication in terms of language
(Vaikharx) became diverse: different traditions arose but all
of them stemmed from and !cd to the one and the same ulti-
mate, in whatever terminology one may refer to it personal
or impersonal. The diversity of traditions in a sacred text
even within a single religion like Christianity and Hinduism
resulted in the growth of scriptures and schools of interpre-
tations, A seeker of truth should dive deep into the lines of
the basic work, ponder and meditate on the teachings
therein.
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